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COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT COMMITTEE  

Fiscal Year 2008 
 

The Community Preservation Act (CPA) was adopted by Amherst voters in April 2001, 

which established a local fund based on a 1% tax surcharge (subsequently amended to 

1.5%) on property valuations above $100,000 "for the acquisition, creation and 

preservation of open space; for the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and 

restoration of historic resources; for the acquisition, creation and preservation of land 

for recreational use; for the creation, preservation and support of community housing; 

and for the rehabilitation or restoration of open space, land for recreational use and 

community housing that is acquired or created."  The law also established a State Trust 

Fund, from which annual allocations are made to towns that have accepted the Act, 

partially or fully matching local appropriations.  To date, local allocations have been 

matched 100% by the state and have allowed for a wide range of projects to be 

undertaken.   
 

The Community Preservation Act Committee (CPAC) is charged with assessing the 

needs of the Town in those areas identified by the Act, and recommending relevant 

expenditures to Town Meeting.  By state law, CPA funds are to be spent only on 

community housing, historic preservation, open space, and recreation.  A minimum of 

10% of the available funds (from the surcharge and the state match) must be set aside 

each year (although not necessarily spent) for each of three categories of community 

housing, historical preservation, and open space.  Recreation is the fourth recipient, or 

beneficiary, but is not mandated to receive the minimum 10%. 
 

In allocating the Community Preservation Act 1.5% surcharge and matching state funds 

the Community Preservation Act Committee (CPAC) committed to: 

a) Advancing projects currently underway 

b) Projects broadly supported across committees and Town departments, or  

c) Meeting ongoing legal obligations. 
 

Under the Community Preservation Act, cities and towns are required to spend 10% of 

collected funds on each of the three following categories: 

 Affordable Housing creation and support 

 Historic Building and Landscape acquisition and preservation 

 Open Space acquisition and preservation. 
 

The remaining 70% may be directed toward any of the above three categories or for land 

used as Recreation Space. 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEW: 
 

Beginning Fund Balance July 1, 2007  $              207,054.46  

Current Year Tax Surcharge 1.5%   $              341,085.23  

State Reimbursements  $              220,612.00 

Other  $                54,718.89 

Appropriations or Reserves made  $             (627,766.00) 

ENDING FUND BALANCE JUNE 30, 2008  $              195,704.58  
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CPA Appropriations by Category: 

FY 08 APPROPRIATED  BY CATEGORY 
     

      

 

Community Historic Open 
  Project Housing  Preservation Space Recreation TOTAL 

      Management of mortgage subsidy program  5,000  
    Mortgage subsidy loan for low and or moderate 

income Amherst resident to purchase home in 
Amherst 150,000  

    West Cemetery- Town Tomb engineering study 
 

5,000  
   575 North East street(Kimball Farm) contribution 

 
25,600  

   Archival Material Conservation/Restoration  
               Town Clerk - special collections 
 

5,000  
             Library - special collections 

 
5,000  

   Interpretive Signs - (historic district/building/site) 
 

10,000  
   Interpretive Publications  (East Village District) 

 
3,000  

   Historic Register nominations-Bay rd Corridor 
 

10,000  
   Archeological site surveys-Bay rd Intersection 

 
7,500  

   Mass. Historical Commission Survey & Planning 
grant match 

 
20,000  

   Historic Preservation Restrictions-- surveys & 
appraisals 

 
10,000  

   Town Hall Renovations - Steps and Clock Tower 
 

 $ 100,000 
   Plum Brook Athletic Fields - Debt Service 

   
43,666  

 Open Space Surveys and appraisals 
  

15,000  
  APR North Amherst farm block (Cowls parcel) 

  
90,000  

  Cushman Brook wildlife corridor 

  
123,000  

              

Total Appropriated FY 08 155,000  201,100  228,000  43,666  627,766  

% of Total By Category 24.7% 32.0% 36.3% 7.0% 100.0% 
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CPAC members in 2008: 
 

Peter Jessop (Chair) Housing Authority    

Elisa Campbell at Large     

Audrey Child  Housing Partnership   

Stanley Ziomek LSSE      

Rod Francis  Planning Board    

Edith MacMullen Historical Commission  

Vincent O’Connor at Large     

Nicki Robb  Conservation Commission  

Vladimir Morales at Large


